"TAKING  SILK"

murder. He made eight statements to the police, six of
them being confessions; and though it was hardly
possible that he nursed any hope of being able to escape
the penalty for murder, he blamed Daisy Holt in most of
them.

" I was induced to do it by Daisy Holt/5 he said. "I
had intended to do it on a previous night this week, but
my heart failed me. I killed the best woman. I am going
to have the rope, I am going down under. . . . When
I returned home I intended to-poison myself, but Daisy
was frightened and said she would like to live for the sake
of the child/'

Curtis-Bennett was briefed for the defence. It seemed
a hopeless case. But he fought valiantly to prevent the
admission of the statements as evidence, suggesting that
they had been wrongly obtained from his client. Goslett
had written at the end of one statement, " This is King's
evidence." He had insisted on adding this strange remark,
said the police, but Curtis suggested that he had done so
because the police had offered some hope of leniency if he
would make a full statement. The case attracted national
attention, not because of any particular glamour attaching
to the prisoner, but because of the great legal fight made
by his advocate. Curtis, with the help of witnesses, also
represented Goslett as slightly insane. At his work
he had been known as " crack pot" and " The Mad
Skipper."

" There is not a scrap of evidence, apart from the con-
fession," said Curtis in his final address. " Can you
imagine stronger evidence of the unstability of his mind?
... it shows hallucinations of the worst kind. If he
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